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The Committee on the Judietaryv, to which was referr 
S. 1226) for the rehef of Emelie Simha having considered 
| 


reports favorably thereon with an amendment and recommends 


t } 
Live 


the bill, as amended, do pass 


AMENDMENT 


On line 12 strike the period and insert u 


: Provided, That there 
the Commissioner ¢ 


taining such econditi 


Simha becoming 
publie charge. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of perma- 
nent residence in the United States to Emelie Simha. The bill pro- 
vides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the 
required visa fee and head tax. The purpose of the amendment is to 
insure that the alien will not become a public charge 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Istanbul, Turkey, on June 
28. 1921. and last entered the United States from Palestine as a visitor 
on June 6, 1946, accompanied by her father. She is afflicted with 
polio and is undergoing treatment at the Georgia Warm Springs 
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Foundation. She has an uncle in this country who is a citizen of the 
United States. 

A letter dated September 24, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Acting Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral with reference to the case reads as follows: 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1951, 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman. Committee on the Judiciar j, 
] nited states senate, H ashington, dD. a 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1226) for the relief of Emelie Simha, 
an allen 

The bill would provide that Emelie Simha shall be considered to have been 
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date o 
its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It woul 
also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct 


one number from the appropriate quota for the first vear that such quota is 


f 
1 


Che files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Miss Simha was born in Istanbul, Turkey, on June 28, 1921, of 


parents born in Salonika, Greece, who had acquired Spanish nationality through 
their parents. Neither the alien nor her parents ever resided in Spain. She 


arrived at the port of New York via plane on March 6, 1946, from Jerusalem, 
Palestine, accompanied by her father, Mr. David Y. Fernandez. On her arrival 
she was found to be afflicted with paralysis of the lower extremities from the hips 
down, and stated that she was coming here for the purpose of undergoing treat- 
ment for her condition caused by poliomyelitis contracted in January 1945. 
Miss Simha and her father were admitted as visitors under section 3 (2) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 for a period of 6 months. She arrived at the Georgia 
Warm Springs Foundation, Warm Springs, Ga., in May 1947, and took the 














prescribed treatment. She presently resides in one of the houses at the Founda- 
tion, where she receives attention and treatment from one of the nurses. ‘The 
anen Wa granted several extensions of her temporary stay, to permit her Lo 
continue her treatments. On October 1, 1948, e filed an application for adjust 
ment of her status pursuant to section 4 of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948. 
Her application was denied on December 27, 1950 

According to Miss Simha, she was taken by her parents in 1922 to Germany to 
live but due to the persecution of the Jews in G nd her family pro- 

ded to B ilgaria in 1936, where they resided l the revur a to 
Turke In 1943 they went to Jerusalem, Pal except for visit 
otaling 14 months with her sister in Cairo, Egypt intil 1946, when 
she and her father emplaned for tl { i Sta resentlh ike 
in Izn Purk ind have | Lintaining her this country at a cost of abou 
>2,000 a vear She has about $500 on de} it in a bank and owns a bond worth 
$500 Miss Simha i ynfined to a wheel chair She speaks the French, Spanish, 
und Ger unguages. It appears that she is studying nglish and hope » be 

b ) h or work as an interpret Hler nearest rela ein the United States 
is | ! \Ir. James Scialo ho . citizen of the United States. 

l quota of Turkey ) the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed and a 
quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. While her case has appeal 
beca of her physical lition and her evident desire to make a living for 
herself regardl 3 of her condition, t se considerations do not ju tifv the enact- 
ment of special legislation granting her a preference over the many other aliens 


in Turkey and elsewhere who are awaiting an opportunity to come to this country 
for permanent residence, but who are unable to do so because of the oversub- 
scribed condition of the quotas to which thev are chargeable 


Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 


Yours sincerely, 
WitutrAM Amory UNDERGILL, 
Acting Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Richard B. Russell, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 
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GEORGIA WARM SPRINGS FOUNDATION, 
Warm Springs, Ga., Va 1, 30, 195 I. 
Re 8S. 1226, Miss Emelie Simha, 
Hon. Ricuarp Russet, 
Member of United States Se nate, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR: [ am pleased to learn from my friend, Mr. Kinder, of Cleveland 
that you are willing to sponsor in the Senate, the bill to award Miss Emelie Simha 
the privilege of residence in the United States, 

I have known Miss Simha since she came to the Georgia Warm Springs Founda 
tion on May 12, 1947, to receive treatmen 
Miss Simha is a young lady of outstanding qualities and ability. She sp 
I believe, five languages and some Arabic Since her admission here 
been our official interpreter and translator, asking nor accepting compensat 
whatsoever, for such services. Without Miss } 
by people from foreign lands, we would find ourselves at a great loss to convers 
with them intelligently. From daily contact, one would think Miss Simha wa 
a completely well-bred American woman. If permitted to live in this country 


t for the after effects of poliomy 





and eventualy become an American citizen, she would be an asset to America 
Her knowledge of foreign languages, her spirit of cooperation. het onderful per- 
sonality, and outstanding abilities would make her services to any insti 

higher learning a great asset. In fact, if she is granted permission to reside her 
which I sincerely hope she will, she would prob: vced it r staff het 

our education department, in the event we could interest her in such a position 


I cannot stress enough, the importance her services and indispensability would 
provide in the future. 

I recall so well your many visits to Warm Springs during our late, beloved 
President’s life, and it was always a great pleasure to see you. Congratulations 
for the excellent service you are rendering to the people of Georgia, the countr 
and the world. We are proud that Georgia has been so wise ir ting you ove 
the past 16 vears. We hope that you will again find time from your strenuous 
duties to visit us in the not too distant future. 

Anything you could do to promote the progress of : l, will be appre 
by the many friends of Miss Simha and by myself 

Yours very truly, 


My Drar SEN Rm Rt ut: Upon Mr. Kind 


reference to the information requested in Senator MeCar 
May 1. 

The first three questio1 were already covered ir r to Mr I 
Bolton, Member of Congress, a copy of which is sed \t 
tional letters were written to Mrs. Bolton on my beha \Ir. kK f 
me that copies of these letters received fr 


in your hands: 
Mr. Basil O’Connor, New York Cit 
Ir. W. T. Kinder, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mr. Fred Botts, Warm Springs, Ga. 
Mr. Frank Alleorn, Warm Springs, Ga. 
Dr. and Mrs. Huntington, Warm Springs, Ga. 
Dr. Thomas Gueker, Warm Springs, Ga. 
Miss Viva Erickson, Warm Springs, Ga. 
Rev. Fred T. Kyle, LaGrange, Ga. 
Mr. L. D. Cannon, of Warm Springs, Ga., will, in the very near future, provide 
you with an additional letter of recommendatio1 
Should you require anything further that has not been covered in the abov 
mentioned letters, I shall be happy to furnish same. 
In answer to questions four and five of Senator McCarran’s letter, | 
state that I have not been convicted of any offense, Federal or State. Ia: 
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member and never have been a member of any party or have I associated with 
any group injurious to the American. public 1 wish also to add that I am not 


nor have I ever been a member of the Communist Party, nor do I believe in its 


} 
ypn \ 


philos 
Please accept my sincere thanks for vour kind assistance. 
Respectfully yvours, 
MeMELIE SIMHA, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the ease, is of 


the opinion that the bill (S. 1226), as amended, should be enacted. 
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